NAC 11 Meeting
Tuesday, February 18, 2020
7:00 pm
Brewer’s Alley
MINUTES
NAC 11 COORDINATORS: Present: Bruce Albaugh, Ricardo Bairan, Brad Hoffman, Nkem Wellington, Julia
Schaeffer (Chair) Absent: Eric Nicholson, Darcy Richards
CITY STAFF & ELECTED OFFICIALS: FPD - Sgt. Tracy Wiles, Officer Randy Lawson, Lt. John Corbett; City
Staff - Gabrielle Collard, Manager of Current Planning; Ashley Waters, Communications Manager;
Elected Officials - Alderman Roger Wilson
MINUTES: Marge Rosensweig, NAC 11 Resident
INTRODUCTIONS: NAC 11 coordinators, residents, and guests introduced themselves.
POLICE REPORT:
Lt. Corbett provided a preview of city-wide data included in the 2019 Annual Crime Report, noting
reductions in some types of offenses with offsetting increases in others (e.g., increases in violent crime
and decreases in property crime; increases in rape, burglary, and aggravated assault, and a drop in
robberies and theft). Although burglary is up, an individual was charged with 14 incidents, another
with 4. The FPD communicates with partners in neighboring jurisdictions to coordinate across
boundaries. Lt. Corbett noted that 51% of the stolen vehicles had a key in the vehicle and 82% of
vehicles were recovered and that 51% of those had a key in the vehicle. The number of calls for service
in 2019 was similar to 2018, and arrests are up. Alcohol is the largest contributor to aggravated assault,
with a large number of robberies attributed to drugs, alcohol, and gangs. In all cases of rape, the victim
knew the offender. The Annual Report will be posted online. Lt. Corbett reminded residents if they see
something to say something.
Questions/Answers:
•
•

•

•
•

Q: Are the individuals arrested residents or transients? A: It’s a mix. This information will be in
the Annual Report. As well, the monthly Detention Center report provides some of these data.
Q: Is any information available about the Handle with Care (HWC) program? A: Data are
available, and the FPD is the lead referral agency to the HWC program. Lt. Corbett added that
HWC requires an officer who encounters child in crisis situation to notify the HWC system so
they, in turn, notify the school system which will know to handle the child with care. The FPD is
partnering with the Child Advocacy Center and Child Protective Services.
Q: Can a bike be registered with city? A: This can be done on the City’s website and owners of
registered bikes will be notified. If bikes picked up by the City are not reclaimed within 45 days,
the bikes go to auction. See https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/519/Bike-Registration
Q: Will crime data in the Annual Report be identified by NACs? A: No.
Q: Is the FPD still using green cards in situations where an auto is parked in a “no parking from
here to corner area? A: The FPD still uses the cards and, if a driver continues to abuse the
parking restriction, they receive a citation.

•

Q: What has been done about graffiti on Cakes to Die For? A: report has been filed.

Officer Lawson provided January 22-February 13, 2020 crime statistics: 1188 calls for service; 519
“proactive” enforcement activities (167 traffic stops/352 patrol checks): 45 arrests (Attachment 1); and
1 significant event (indecent exposure @ Costco; an arrest was made). See Attachment 2 for complete
list.
•

Q: Is there an affiliation with Amazon, Ring and FPD? A: Uncertain. This issue is to register your
camera on the City’s website.

PLANNING PROJECTS:
Gabrielle Collard provided an update on the following planning projects:
•

•
•

Wolcott & Van Ryzin Addition: This proposal consolidates two lots at 106 W. 5th St. and 42
Klineharts Alley. There is no change to land use or zoning and parking is adequate. (See
Attachment 3)
Crossroads Motel and Wine: This proposal is to subdivide and redevelop the parcel at 20
Monocacy Blvd. to create a neighborhood shopping center. (See Attachment 4)
48 E. Patrick Street: This proposal is to rezone three properties on Patrick Street (48 E. Patrick,
54 E. Patrick and 100 and 102 E. Patrick). DB zoning will be reinstated with removal of the IST
floating zone. (See Attachment 5)

The Chair advised the group that the issue of lack of parking at the South Street Centre site was raised at
the Planning Commission hearing on February 15. The Commissioners moved the project forward with
the parking concerns noted. The Parking and Circulator Study Group will look at this with the goal of
finding more parking in the area for residents. One NAC member noted that limited parking might
encourage ride sharing.
NAC 11 members were reminded to follow the Planning Commission schedule of workshops on the
Comprehensive Plan. https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/1432/2020-Comprehensive-Plan-Progress;
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/1293/2020-Comprehensive-Plan
Questions/Answers:
•

•

Q: Are there ways to give feedback to the Planning Commission without attending a workshop?
A: Planner Brandon Mark’s contact information as well as maps are on the website. As well,
written remarks can be submitted.
Q: Are Planning Commission members’ emails available? A: Commissioners do not have City
email addresses.

GUEST SPEAKERS
Bob Eisinger, President, The High Road Foundation, shared the Foundation’s vision for the I-270
Monorail Project, noting this 3 ½ year effort has experienced significant headway in the past 6 months.
An international team of transportation engineers have designed an elevated monorail system that will
serve 50,000 passengers/day, parallels I-270, spans existing roadways, has no stormwater impact, is a
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component system with all pieces built off site and trucked in at night (causing little or no construction
traffic congestion), and uses much less energy per passenger than other modes of mass transit. MDOT
has expressed an interest. (See attachment 6)
Questions/Answers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Q: When can/will this happen? A: Soon. It can be done if we were given approval. You’d need a
year for approvals and two years to build.
Q: What do you project the travel time to Bethesda? A: 36 minutes with 6 stops (2
minutes/stop)
Q: How much would fare be one way? A: $5 to Frederick
Q: Where would Frederick station be? A: At the Frederick Airport.
Q: How frequently will this run? A: The monorail can be run as frequently as needed and initially
schedule will be based on usage. This will be reliable.
Q: Wasn’t there a downtown Frederick stop at one point? The Partnership would advocate for
this. A: Yes, at the Brickworks.
Q: How can we help? A: Push the politicians.
Q: What is the legislators’ and state staff reasoning for pumping more funds into Metrorail for
maintenance? A: None, from the perspective of the Foundation. The monorail would operate for
50% of Metrorail operating costs.
Q: Will Bombardier be involved? A: Bombardier doesn’t manufacture the rail. BYD
manufactures the cars and rail.

Susan Morgan-Chandler, Census 2020 representative, announced recruitment for census takers at
$21/hour to work during the second half of April and into May. There may be some door knocking
involved. Ms. Morgan-Chandler stressed the importance of the census, noting that each person who is
not counted results in a loss of $18,000 to the City over a 10-year period. For more information, check
out 2020census.gov. (See attachment 7) It should be noted that census data are used to allocate
representatives to the US House of Representatives.
Kara Norman, Downtown Frederick Partnership, updated NAC 11 on the 7th Street Fountain Park Project,
noting that the Partnership is applying for a $100,000 grant from the Maryland Heritage Area Authority
for park improvements and asked for NAC 11 support. There was consensus among the group to support
the application, and NAC coordinators will draft the letter and share it with members.
Questions/Answers:
•
•

Q: What is the total project cost? A: $600,000. The City is providing $250,000 of CIP funds which
The Ausherman Foundation will match.
Q: Is there a mechanism for donations from the community? A: No, as the Partnership does not
have capacity to manage individual donations.

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES
•

South Corridor Community Group: A neighbor submitted a formal protest to the Frederick
County Liquor Board (FCLB) in opposition to renewal of Manny Mart’s liquor license. After
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•

•

•

hearing from the community and the licensee, the FCLB commissioners voted to award the
renewal. The group is considering a judicial review of the hearing process.
Habitually Vacant & Deteriorated Properties: There is positive movement towards a VPRO,
though the timeline has been delayed. City planners have reached out to other municipalities to
learn of their issues.
Airbnb: Currently there are +/- 150 Airbnbs in the city which seem to fit within the Tourist Home
definition. (See attachment 8). Mayor O’Connor has suggested a review and update of the NAC
11 Short Term Rental study.
The Chair noted that a study/review of rental regulations is on the horizon due to the City’s
desire to regulate all rentals.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
•

•
•

The process of replacing the Chief of Police and hiring a Director of Housing and Human Services
was discussed at a recent meeting of NAC 11 coordinators and Mayor O’Connor and members of
his staff. The Mayor indicated that the process will include opportunities for public input on
these positions.
NAC functions are now situated in the Mayor’s office, with coordination by Gayon Sampson,
Executive Assistant to the Mayor, with support from Communications Manager Ashley Waters
and Administrative Assistant Danielle Kellizy.
The next NAC 11 meeting will be held March 17th at Asbury United Methodist Church, 101 W. All
Saints Street.

PUBLIC COMMENT
UPCOMING EVENTS
• Feb 15 3rd Planning Commission Special Workshop on the 2020 Comprehensive Plan, 1:00-5:00
pm, Municipal Office Annex, Conference Room C, 140 West Patrick Street
• Feb 26 Downtown Safety and Services Initiative (DSSI) Public Meeting #2. 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
New Spire Stages, 15 W. Patrick Street https://frederickdssi.org
• Mar 17 NAC 11 meets at Asbury United Methodist Church, 7:00 pm
• Apr 25 Bring A Broom Saturday, Downtown Frederick Partnership. Register at
bringabroom2019.eventbrite.com
CONTACTS
Coordinators

NAC Liaison

Darcy
Richards
Bruce
Albaugh
Nkem
Wellington
Brad
Hoffman
Gayon
Sampson

darcyrichards01@gmail.com

Ricardo Bairan

rick.bairan@gmail.com

brucealbaugh@gmail.com

Eric Nicholson

jenicholson@gmail.com

nkem.wellington@gmail.com

Julia Schaeffer

julia@schaeffer.net

brhoffman112@gmail.com
Executive Assistant to the
Mayor

gsampson@cityoffrederick.com
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Frederick Police Department

Sgt. Tracey Wiles301-748-6273

twiles@frederickmdpolice.org

Cpl. Andrew Alger 240-409-3108

aalger@frederickmdpolice.org

OFC. Randy Lawson 240-549-4461

rlawson@frederickmdpolice.org

NAC 11 MEETINGS – 7:00 pm Brewer’s Alley 2020
Schedule
Mar 17* Apr 21 May 19 Jun 16 Jul 21 Aug 18 Sep 15
Oct 20 Nov 17
*Mar 17 Asbury Methodist Church, 101 W. All Saints
St.

FREDERICK POLICE DEPARTMENT
Emergency: 911
Non-Emergency: 301-600-2100
Anonymous Crime Tips
301-600 TIPS (8477) – phone 240-674-TIPS (8477) text fpdcrimetip@frede
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