HPC Minutes 02/09/2017

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
HEARING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 9, 2017

Commissioners
Scott Winnette, Chairman
Stephen Parnes, Vice Chairman
Dan Lawton (not present)
Michael Simons
Carrie Albee
Alan Miner
Peter Regan
Matthew Bonin, Alternate
Aldermanic Representative
Donna Kuzemchak
Staff
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy, Historic Preservation Planner
Christina Martinkosky, Historic Preservation Planner
Scott Waxter, Assistant City Attorney
Matt Davis, Manager of Comprehensive Planning
Shannon Pyles, HPC Administrative Assistant
Call to Order
Mr. Winnette called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. He stated that the technical qualifications of the
Commission and the staff are on file with the City of Frederick and are made a part of each and every
case before the Commission. He also noted that the Frederick City Historic Preservation Commission
uses the Guidelines adopted by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen and the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation published by the U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, and
these Guidelines are made a part of each and every case. All cases were duly advertised in the Frederick
News Post in accordance with Section 301 of the Land Management Code.

I.

Public Hearing – Swearing In

“Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the responses given and statements made in this hearing
before the Historic Preservation Commission will be the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
If so, answer “I do.”

II. Announcements
Ms. Murphy announced that April 1, 2017 is the tax credit application deadline for work that was
completed in 2016 and the forms are available on the website or in the Planning Department.
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III. Approval of Minutes
1. January 26, 2017 Hearing/Workshop Minutes
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Scott Winnette moved to approve the January 26, 2017 hearing and workshop
minutes as written.
Alan Miner
7-0

IV. HPC Business
2. Administrative Approval Report
3. Code Enforcement Report
4. Request for Demolition Review – 12 Orchard Avenue
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Scott Winnette moved to not make an application for designation for 12 Orchard
Avenue.
Carrie Albee
7-0

5. Review & Approval of a Letter to Mayor & Board of Aldermen
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Carrie Albee moved to approve the letter as presented from Mr. Parnes.
Peter Regan
7–0

Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Scott Winnette moved to approve his signature on the letter.
Peter Regan
7-0

6. Presentation & Discussion of Resolution 05-22

V.

Consent Items
7. HPC17-14
331 E. 3rd Street
Install railing on front steps
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Trish Brooks

Scott Winnette moved to approve the consent agenda which includes HPC17-14
located at 331 E. 3rd Street.
Peter Regan
7-0

VI. Continuances
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There were no continuances.

VII. Cases to be Heard
8. HPC16-921
Install gas meter
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy

133 W. 3rd Street

Frederick JYC Properties, LLC
James Callear, agent

Ms. Murphy entered the entire staff report into the record.
Public Comment
George Rudy, resident of Opossumtown Pike, Frederick, MD, stated that the information he has heard
throughout this entire testimony are contradictory to fact. He added that he felt that the City should have
the inspectors validate situations and all that the Commission is hearing. He said that engineering-wise
there is an easy way to take a gas line routed through the pass through and obviously the engineers
involved are not that creative. He said that the Commission should continue to deny this because there is
no basis at all that the meter could not go in the basement.
Meta Nash, property owner in the Historic District, stated that she owns a building directly across the
street from this property with four gas meters in the basement. She added that the only way to the
basement is through the first floor apartment and down the steps. She said that the gas company has been
very flexible in contacting her when service or upgrades are needed. She stated that when you take the
subset of the historic district and how few buildings truly have the constraints that this does unique
solutions could be used.
Motion:

Second:
Vote:

Carrie Albee moved to approve the installation of a gas meter on the front of the
building but in the location closer to the stoop as recommended by staff with the
condition that the meter is installed as low as possible to the ground and the brick
paving be retained and replaced.
Matthew Bonin
7-0

9. HPC16-943
124 N. Market Street
Construct permanent roof on pergola
Christina Martinkosky

Phil Bowers
Jim Mills, agent

Ms. Martinkosky entered the entire report into the record.
Motion:

Second:
Vote:

Carrie Albee moved to approve the application as proposed in the February 1, 2017
submission with the condition that the final cut sheet that indicates the color of the
canvas is submitted for staff approval.
Stephen Parnes
4 – 3, Scott Winnette, Matthew Bonin & Alan Miner opposed

10. HPC17-07
Rehabilitation
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy

20 W. 4th Street
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Ms. Murphy entered the entire staff report into the record.
Motion:

Second:
Vote:

Stephen Parnes moved to approve the application according to the scope of work
dated February 8, 2017 and the updated drawings and product information
stamped “Received January 30, 2017” with the following conditions:
 Any deteriorated mortar is removed using hand tools only and the new mortar
matches the color, profile and texture of the existing;
 Details on the treatment of the rear basement entrance shall be submitted for
staff approval; and
 The installation of Eco-Star Majestic slate shall be installed on the rear slope of
the main block and one the new two story rear wing while retaining authentic
slate on the roof of the front of the building.
Peter Regan
7-0

11. HPC17-35
36 E. 7th Street
Replace windows and door
Christina Martinkosky

Scott Grant

Ms. Martinkosky entered the entire staff report into the record.
Motion:

Second:
Vote:

Alan Miner moved to approve the replacement of the three windows on the front
and side elevation with 1/1 wood windows and approval of the wood door as
installed with the craftsmen styling.
Matthew Bonin
6 – 0, Scott Winnette abstained

VIII. Citizen Comment
George Rudy, resident of Frederick, stated that the gas meter case was interesting experience because the
Commission basically voted down the opinions of eight citizens of this community and went by
incomplete information provided by the applicant and his consultants. He said that this issue could have
been solved by a cut off valve at the curb level which is standard practice. He stated that he would
recommend that the Commission send a letter to Washington Gas and any other utility company they see
fit to inform them that the installation of meters should come before the Commission prior to installation.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Pyles
Administrative Assistant
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