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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
HEARING MINUTES
JULY 9, 2015

Commissioners
Scott Winnette, Chairman
Stephen Parnes, Vice Chairman
Dan Lawton (not present)
Michael Simons (not present)
Rebecca Cybularz
Carrie Albee
Chase Tydings, Alternate
Aldermanic Representative
Donna Kuzemchak
Staff
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy, Historic Preservation Planner
Christina Martinkosky, Historic Preservation Planner (not present)
Scott Waxter, Assistant City Attorney
Matt Davis, Manager of Comprehensive Planning
Shannon Pyles, HPC Administrative Assistant
Call to Order
Mr. Winnette called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. He stated that the technical qualifications of the
Commission and the staff are on file with the City of Frederick and are made a part of each and every
case before the Commission. He also noted that the Frederick City Historic Preservation Commission
uses the Guidelines adopted by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen and the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation published by the U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, and
these Guidelines are made a part of each and every case. All cases were duly advertised in the Frederick
News Post in accordance with Section 301 of the Land Management Code.

I.

Public Hearing – Swearing In

“Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the responses given and statements made in this hearing
before the Historic Preservation Commission will be the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
If so, answer “I do.”

II. Announcements
Mr. Winnette announced that he presented a letter to the Commission regarding the creation of a FNP site
study committee to study and recommend to the HPC whether the FNP site and its affiliated structures are
significant contributors to the downtown historic district. He added that the members of the committee are
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noted in the letter and the rules of procedure require a member of the HPC to serve on it and they have
two, which are Rebecca Cybularz and Carrie Albee.

III. Approval of Minutes
1. June 25, 2015 Hearing Minutes
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Scott Winnette moved to approve the June 25, 2015 hearing minutes as written.
Rebecca Cybularz
5-0

IV. HPC Business
2. Administrative Approval Report
3. Code Enforcement Report
4. Review and Vote on a Letter of Support Regarding the Campaign for Maryland History
Motion:

Second:
Vote:

V.

Scott Winnette moved to sign onto the letter written by Nicholas Redding, Executive
Director Preservation Maryland and Robert Clark, President & CEO Historic
Annapolis including any suggested amendments for corrections or errors.
Chase Tydings
5-0

Consent Items
There were no Consent Items.

VI. Cases to be Heard
5. HPC15-434
231 S. Market Street
Niels & Jennifer Clegg
nd
Install railing on 2 floor balcony, partially enclose rear staircase
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy
Ms. Murphy entered the entire staff report into the record.
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Scott Winnette moved to continue HPC15-434 at 231 S. Market Street to the July 23,
2015 workshop and the August 13, 2015 hearing.
Chase Tydings
5-0

6. HPC15-443
Re-face neon sign
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy

6 S. Bentz Street
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Ms. Murphy entered the entire staff report into the record.
Motion:

Second:
Vote:

Carrie Albee moved to approve the application consistent with the staff comments
specifically highlighting the parameters for deviating from the Guidelines on page
17, “Deviation is permitted for contributing resources if it is in keeping with the
historic district and neighborhood and integrity of streetscape will not be
compromised, integrity of surrounding properties will not be compromised or the
contributing resource will not be altered so that it will no longer be contributing.
The Commission must also find the deviation from the Guidelines will not be
contrary to the purpose and intent of the Guidelines and any resulting loss of
historic fabric or character will be ameliorated by the proposed construction,
reconstruction, alteration, moving, or demolition” and citing Ms. Murphy’s
comments about the period and nature of the building that the neon is consistent.
Rebecca Cybularz
5-0

7. HPC15-449
Remove five trees
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy

116 Record Street

James E. Roembke, Jr.

Ms. Murphy entered the entire staff report into the record.
Public Comment
Peter Samuel, resident at 102 E. 3rd Street, stated that the existing five Hawthorne trees really are street
trees since they are identical species and spaced as street trees. He also said that they echo the street trees
on the other side of the road. He said that they are in the applicant’s property because of the narrowness
of the sidewalk so there is not room for any street trees. He went on to say that they provide the canopy
on the east side that the City trees provide on the west side so if those go it utterly disrupts the whole
streetscape. He said that these trees can be properly pruned because they are young and tough trees. He
added that this area is a rough place for trees because there is a lot of clay in the soil. He stated that
Dogwood trees are very delicate trees and they have a very shallow root system which means if there
would be a drought and they weren’t watered they would die. He went on to say that they are an
understory tree and not for this situation where you have full sun on them for many hours of the day.
Mary Beth Peirce, resident at 138 W. 2nd Street, stated that she wanted to oppose the removal of trees. She
said that they were very distressed when the huge Boxwoods were removed and the whole corner is now a
parking lot. She added that walking down the street is less pleasant and if the five trees were removed it
would make the property look more commercial then the rest of the neighborhood.
Theresa Michel, resident at 105 Council Street, stated that she was very disappointed in the destruction of
the landscape that has already occurred. She said that she knew the Historic Preservation Commission
does not have purview over things such as shrubs however the Boxwood that was taken down next to the
her home leaving an enormous hole was a 75 year old Boxwood that was planted by the Garden Club of
Frederick and that has affected the streetscape on Council Street. She went on to say that the proposed
removal of the trees on Record Street will affect the streetscape tremendously. She said that you have a
property that affects three key streets in the historic district and in her opinion negatively affects those
three streets if landscaping is removed. She said that she would like to know what the overall plan for this
property is before any more landscaping is removed.
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Diane Daugherty, resident at 111 Record Street, stated that she has lived here for 17 years and they are a
neighborhood and both commercial and residential have worked together and shared plans in order to
have a beautiful streetscape and keep the historical significance. She said that they have no idea what the
big plans is and it is alarming with what they are seeing happen. She stated that they are scared a lot of it
is going to be parking. She went on to say that she understood that the Commission’s hands are somewhat
tied but she asked the Commission to find out what the overall landscape plan is and look at the bigger
picture. She said that she wanted to close by going back to 1970 to a song by Joni Mitchell called “Big
Yellow Taxi” and one line was “Don’t it always seem to go that you don’t know what you’ve got till it’s
gone. They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.”
Jan Gallart, resident at 119 W. 2nd Street, stated that the Commission’s good work keeps the Frederick’s
historic district as one of the most beautiful and recognized historic districts in the US. She asked how the
destruction of landscaping occurred and if what is proposed continues that vision.
Frank Gallart, resident at 119 W. 2nd Street, stated that while he is in agreement that the trees can be a
pain they are the only trees they have. He said that there is no reason to take those trees. He added that if
they were sick or a health hazard he could see reason for their removal but they aren’t. He said that the
Commission did not have to approve them being taken down and he understood that they could not make
him put in five more trees that are foot in diameter but since they can’t make him do that then they
shouldn’t approve them bring taken down.
Dale Dowling, resident at 121 W. 2nd Street, stated that she wanted to know how they got to this point
because when she was on the HPC they did review landscape changes and they were concerned about
screening parking from the street and historic areas. She went on to say that it was their concern when
someone took down 75 year old Boxwoods that were on the historic streets. She said that she did not
know what happened with the review process here or what change occurred in Guidelines that it is no
longer the purview of the HPC to make decisions when in the mission it is stated that they are to protect
the historic landscape and streetscape. She asked why she should have to look out her window or walk
down the street and see what was beautiful Boxwoods now seeing a hedge torn out, the Boxwoods are
torn up and there is nothing but raw land and parking on the corner of W. 2nd and Record Street, a half a
block from City Hall in the most central part of the historic district. She asked the Commission to further
review this but more importantly as they move into the process of redoing the Guidelines and taking a
look at the procedures to come up with a strong plan and Guidelines that they can stand on and defend so
that this situation does not happen again.
Motion:
Second:
Vote:

Scott Winnette moved to continue the case HPC15-449 at 116 Record Street to the
July 23, 2015 meeting.
Rebecca Cybularz
5-0

8. HPC15-457
Replace porch roof
Lisa Mroszczyk Murphy

248 E. 7th Street

Alona Darlyne Frye
Michael Frye, agent

Ms. Murphy entered the entire staff report into the record.
Motion:

Rebecca Cybularz moved to approve the application with the following conditions:
 A non-pressure-treated trim board shall also cover the exposed side of the
new 2x6 beam at the end of the porch.
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The lattice shall conceal the rafter and beam along the side of the porch.
The lattice shall not be pressure-treated and shall be finished with a wood
frame.
 All new wood components shall be painted or stained with a solid color
opaque stain.
 Revised drawing shall be submitted for staff approval prior to applying for a
permit.
 A cut sheet for the architectural shingle is submitted for staff approval.
Stephen Parnes
5-0



Second:
Vote:

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:40 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Pyles
Administrative Assistant
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