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NEWS RELEASE 
 
Economic Development Department wins international award  
 

FREDERICK, MD – Sept. 30, 2016:  The City of Frederick Department of Economic Development received 

a Silver Excellence in Economic Development Award for its 2016 “Work Where There’s Room to Play” project 

in the category of Video/Multimedia Promotion from the International Economic Development Council 

(IEDC). 

 

The honor was presented at an awards ceremony on Tuesday, Sept. 27, during the IEDC Annual Conference, 

which was held Sept. 25-28, in Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

“On behalf of the IEDC board of directors and Excellence in Economic Development Awards Advisory 

Committee, congratulations to the City of Frederick Department of Economic Development,” said Barry 

Matherly, IEDC 2016 board chairman and president and CEO of the Greater Richmond Partnership. “Not only 

did they work to provide a necessary service to their community, but also their participation in the awards 

program sheds light on their stellar projects, which other communities can now use as a benchmark.” 

 

The City of Frederick Department of Economic Development developed a 3-minute film, "Work Where There's 

Room to Play," to showcase the benefits of working in Frederick, Maryland. From thriving Downtown 

Frederick to outdoor activities, the film highlights the opportunities of life outside of work. The project was 

developed after Tech Frederick, an area nonprofit that advocates for the local internet technology industry, 

indicated recruiting top talent to Frederick was a priority. 

 

“There are many advantages to working in Frederick," said Richard Griffin, director of Economic Development 

for The City of Frederick. “This 3-minute video features Frederick's great downtown, the arts, amenities, and 

quality of life we all know and love. It shows that Frederick offers a great place to play when people get off of 

work.” 

 

The video promoted Frederick as a great place to live and work and gave IT companies another tool to attract 

high-quality employees. The video launched at a live event and simultaneously via Facebook, YouTube, and 
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Twitter. Within 10 hours, the video was viewed 15,000 times on Facebook (organic) and it was clear it was 

“going viral.” To date, it has been viewed over 88,300 times and shared over 1,800 times on Facebook. Today, 

local IT companies use it to assist with their recruitment efforts. 

 

In addition to the IEDC award, the video/multimedia promotion also won the Maryland Economic 

Development Association Marketing Award (2016) and a Silver Addy from the American Advertising 

Federation, Greater Frederick, in 2016.   

 

IEDC's Excellence in Economic Development Awards recognize the world’s best economic development 

programs and partnerships, marketing materials, and the year’s most influential leaders. These awards honor 

organizations and individuals for their efforts in creating positive change in urban, suburban, and rural 

communities.  

 

“The awards process is a thorough, non-biased and multi-layered process,” Matherly said. “These are 

extraordinary accomplishments for all winners, and an overall great effort by all participants.” 

 
 
About the International Economic Development Council 
The International Economic Development Council (IEDC) is a non-profit membership organization serving 
economic developers. With more than 4,700 members, IEDC is the largest organization of its kind. Economic 
developers promote economic well-being and quality of life for their communities, by creating, retaining and 
expanding jobs that facilitate growth, enhance wealth and provide a stable tax base. From public to private, rural 
to urban, and local to international, IEDC’s members are engaged in the full range of economic development 
experience. Given the breadth of economic development work, our members are employed in a wide variety of 
settings including local, state, provincial and federal governments, public-private partnerships, chambers of 
commerce, universities and a variety of other institutions. IEDC’s members create high-quality jobs, develop 
vibrant communities and improve the quality of life in their regions. www.iedcONLINE.org. 
 
About City of Frederick Department of Economic Development 
The City of Frederick Department of Economic Development strives to increase economic opportunity in 
Frederick by supporting and promoting a community where businesses and residents can thrive. 
 

## 
 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact Patti Mullins: 301-600-1385; pmullins@cityoffrederick.com 
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